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INTRODUCTION

Last November the country cxPericnced the end of two years of Presic]ential camPaigning and
held an election that revealed many contradictions in our Po]iticai rocess and Participation. Some of
those contradictions are undoubtedig capable of ligi)ting the wagi’P
us filtered tiﬁrougin and clouded by uncertainties and conflicts that our government has refused to face
because tiiey pose difficult Politicai choices. |n this issue we will explore without party Preicerence some
of the P]uses and minuses of the election and the camPaigns lcading up to it.

The eiec’cionjus’c held was an imPortan’c one for America. That’s o_urAmerica; yes, your and my
America. |tis also the America of [T merson, Jwain, Wharton, Whitman and Sinclair | ewis. A mixed
bag, you migi'it say, and you would be rigiit. Bu’c, sPrcaci as theg were over time, Placc and circumstance,
tlﬁcg shared an abiding concern about America’s P]acc in the world and the character of its Pcopic.

This concern equates to deicining bg voice and action who we are and what we are and, by exten-
sion, ourjourneg from colon9 to sole superpower. We think that the answer to who and what we are in
twcnt9~First century America siﬂarPig divides our Pcoplc and constitutes a major Politicai fault line with

tiie Potential to comPromise both our process and i:orm oFgovernment.

or our Fu’cure, but their light comes to

B+

SOME FLUSES AND MINUSES

Ti’]C most outstanding, and benegicial, result of
11,/2/04 was the reversal of the recent trend of
ecreasing voter turn-out. You may recall in our
Prior issue we pointed out that in 2000 onig about
51% of those CF
aPProximately 9 million new voters came to the polls
bringing the national total to about 115.3 million'.
Turn-out/eligibi[ity percentages and incumbent

igible actua”y voted. T his pastyear

reelection rates will not be available until APrii.

At this Point there is no way to assess whether
this spike is a temporary anomalg caused bg two
very cEaterminecl and divisive camPaigns orwhether
the new voters will remain in the game and broaden
the base for future elections.

TEC countrg would be best served by the latter
circumstance, forvoter aPatiﬁg ina dcmocrac{g is no

mere malaise. Over time, it can prove fatal, as it

creates an atmospi‘iere of indifference thatis turned
to their advantagc bg democracg’s enemies.

As we view the numbers from November, we are
still faced with a Paimcui Paraclox. I:o”owing an
election that produced nearly nine million new voters
and a Piura ity of 3.5 mi]?ion votes we remain
emotiona“y divided with the same government in
Piacc.

]ﬂ a press conference the day Fo”owing his
election the President said, ¢ earned Political
capitai in this camPaigri and now 'm going to sPenA
it my way.” This suggests that unification will be
hard to come b , no matter how often it is invoked
by members of both Partics in the wake of the
cE:ction. Our guess is that it may last for three or
four months after the Sta’ce of the Union sPeech
and then fall victim to the difficult icgisiativc
strugg]cs that lie ahead.

* * *



OF]Cse’cting the numericalgains
in voter turn-out was the kind of
waged by both

candidates and their reliance on

cam aign

spin, distortion and Personal
attacks which left some ver
serious national issues largely
untouched.

Loolmcirst atthe stumP SPeech
sty[es and the candidates’ bodg
language. Bush aggressivelg
thrust his head and torso forward
to make his Point while Kerrg
em loged a sweeping arm gesture
with a turn of the wrist movement
at the end. Both were endlesslg
rePetitive in these gestures and in
what theg said. Nor did their
SPeech rhy’chms Provicle either
relieForvarietg. Lookingat stump
speeches in a genera[ context,
tEe3 do not translate into
enlightened Foreign Policy and any
attempt to do so usua”y increases
the risk and the Penalties for
failure in dip!omatic directions.

Kerrg was cited as havin
strong Aebating skills, but his
manner, until the last few dags)
seemed stilted, flat and out of
date. Kerry’s camPaign bore
other burdens in addition to the
marketing of his Personalitg. We
believe it revealed an unusual
inePtness, considering the stakes}
to Airectlg confront some of the
more vigorousl Pursue&
Kepublican claims as to Push’s
role as commander-in-chief and
Kerrﬂ’s “HiP HOPPiﬂg”~
Tlﬁroughout the camPaign there
was clear and amPle fe) Portunitg
to turn these charges Eack upon
their sources and to deflect them
from achieving the Prominence
theg did.

[acts were available to
5upport strong statements, but
the oPPor’cunitg went unseized.

Sometimes a boring camPaign
cannot be helped, but this was not
one of those times, as the range of
important issues in Plag was
unusua”3 wide. Put boringis one
tlﬁing, and bad management is
another, and foritthere can be no
excuse.

The Democrats are Facing a
major overhaul of their message
and membership i they are to
continue as viable contenders.
Looking back at 04 it might help
them to remember that, even in a
Practice session at the local gym,
not many Peop[e bet on the
Punching bag.

Hidden away in most of the
voluminous rePorting of the
electoral results was passage of a
local roPosition that might have
broacrimplications for the nation.
We refer to FroPosition 2007 in
Arizona which stated that
aPP[icants registering to vote or
seeking some Public benefits must
Provide ProoF of citizenslﬁip. ]t
also requires that government
emp!oyees rePort susPected
i”egal immigrants, withjai! or fine
Pena!ties for failure to do so.
Arizona bears the brunt of the
i”egal immigration invasion across
our southern borderand Property
owners and communities there
Fina”g sought Political relief from
the double whammg of being
overrun by i”ega!s and then having
to pay taxes fortheirsubsistence.

You may recall that afew years
ago Froposition 187 was Passed
in Cali ornia in an attempt to
the effects

of ramPant i”egal immigration

control

there. |n sPite of its broad Public
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support by millions of
(alifornians, Frop 187 was
declared unconstitutional bg a
5ingle gedera[judge.

[t will be interesting to see what
fate will befall Arizona’s Frop.
200, asitis certainto be oPPosecl
and aPPealed bg local pro-
immigration forces. Fo”s across
the nation consistentlg indicate
that ap roximatelg 70% of those
Po”ed avor reducing both Iegal
and i”egal immigration, but the
immigration issue in America has
become one in which all too often
the “minority” rules.

(Could FroP. 200 be the first
steP out of the dungeon of
indifference to which immigration
reform has been consigned by its
Politicaljailers whoJ a[tlﬁouglﬁ the
People clamor for its release,
steaclmcas’clg turn a deaf ear?

But Frop 200 was not the
on|3 victory for backers of
immigration reform. |n several
races in the Senate and House
the winners had taken a strong
stand in favor of immigration
reduction, and every member of
the Congressional lmmigration
Reform (Caucus who sought
reelection won.

Stag tuned. lmmigration iIs no

uncl":ing bag. Pressures are
Eui[ding that have the power to
overwhelm the Political and sPecial
interests. [ersistenceis necessary
given both RePublicans’ and
Democrats’ lﬁistorg of avoiding
the enforcement of existent

immigration law.

* * *
“..aswe knowinﬁgly
distance ourselves from our

ethical and cultural origins”




]n our view the most important
and interesting outcome of the
election was not to be found in the
candidates’ and

counterclaims, nor even in the

claims

votes’ ta”y, but in the realm of
reason rather than results. ]t has
to do with the state of our culture
and the increasing pressure on
America to define who and what
we are as we knowinglg distance
ourselves from our ethical and
cultural origins.

]mmcdiatc]g go”owing the
election voters were sub)'ectecl to
a Frcnzg of c]ucstioning dcsigncci
to Probe the motives behind their
choices. T he two issues that
seemed to resonate most intenseig
were the war in ]rac] and same-sex
marriages.

As issues tncy are not as
tl"ircatcning as others which have
the capability to wreak long term
damagc upon our society.
Althougn it has increased
awareness of its Poiitical
presence, the same-sex segment
of our PoPulation is gcncra”g
estimated at around 10%. And
the war in ]raq, over which we are
dccpig divided, could be
terminated in a moment by the
President.

(Consider other issues which
lack the emotional factor but are
far more complex to resolve and
have the caPability to changc
many of the social and common
assumptions thatinfluence howwe
live. T he Social Securitg and
Mcdicarc programs are kcg
cxamPlcs that recluire PromPt and
Far~rcaching correction.
]mmigration reform is another.
Add our record I'iigi'i budget and
trade deficits and the need for a
simpler and fairer tax code.

Global warming, sPecies ioss, air

and water Po”ution and the
disaPPearancc of tropicai forests
and the Polar ice caps also pose
roblems that need to be resolved.
hat these issues have in common
is the Potcntialto overwhelm parts
of the structure upon Wi’]iCE our
5ocict9 has come to chcnd forits
support. Ti’icy are critical, as the
determine both our individual and
collective Pl'iysical and financial
health.

A ciaunting list, we can all
agree. And yet, grave as these
issues are, tiieg did not rise to
Prioritg status with mostvoters. [t
could be that the camPaigns did
not Piacc as much cmphasis on
them as tneg did on same-sex
marriage and ]raq, but we offer
another exPlanation.

T hese two lcaciing issues are
concerned with sex and violence
bcing
legitimized violence). Over the

(war often seen as
Eas’c haiF~ccntur5 these asPccts of

uman behavior have been
incrcasinglg rccognizcd and
celebrated in our culture. So
encompassing has this process
been that no art form or media
message has been excluded. Thc
resPonsibilit3 forthis cultural taint

also has to be borne bg the

academic  world and  the
corporatc/commcrcial Produccrs
and sellers of PoPular

entertainment.

“.itis Playback time. We are
Practicing what has been
Preached LD

As our culture has been
conditioned to see and accePt sex
and violence cvcrywhcrc, it is not

surPrising that massive numbers of
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identified
themselves with the two issues that
offered them. Quitc simplg, itis
Plagbaci( time. We are Practicing

voters

rcadily

what has been Prcacl'icd and our
cultural conditioning is complete.

Ratl'ier but
undcrstandabig, ti'irough Politics

unexPectcdl s
we may have reached a Point of
near [avlovian Pcrfcction.

\Niiat comesoutofa squcezed
sponge is onlg what was put in, and
in many areas of our national life
we areieginningto see the results
of decades of attack upon our
cultural conscience. Remember
thatin ourPrcscntcuiturcatg ical
child will watch 28 hours O]CTE

week and, before entering I"Iigl"l

a

school, will witness 8000 murders,
75% of which go unPunisl'ic& with
no cxprcssion of remorse bg the
killer?

T he voter identification we
have cited does not rise to the
level of a conscious response to
our cultural transFormation,
altiiougii it appears to be
an emerging and interesting

As such it bears
watciﬁing, but forthe time bcing we

rCHCCtOF.

can expect to see the imPac’c of
our cuﬁcural embrace of sex and
violence mostig Pla ed out in our
courts (esPeciaﬁg Juvenilel
schools and markctplaccs.

]n a world given to excess it is
never too carlg to ask, “When is
cnougiﬁ?” Jn twcntﬂ~First century
America such questioning voices
are far too ch, and those that
answer “never” are far too many.
This is a ratio that must be

FCVCFSCC].

LOOKING AHEAD —
CHALLENGES AND
CHANGES



We have thought that since it
first came to power the Bush
administration, eitherin Finding its
way or seel(ing truth, has been
driven more bg idcologg than
inquirg, whether in matters of
domestic politics or diPlomac3

abroad.

lack an objcctivc basis of their own

acts seem too oxcten to

and are not determined b
rocess, but have beendressedin
the clothes of a desired result.
This type of tlﬁinking almost
inevitablg Preclucles creclibi!ity
with those who do not share it, and
that a opular
of the rIxDatIiDon’s
thoughts, Feelings and goals will be
difficult. We are called to
rememberthatin the 00 camPaign
Fres. Push Prcscntc& himself as
aunifier and Problcm solver. And

suggests
unification

yet his Policics have Produccd
continuing division and what is
gcncra“g conceded to be a
far greater Problem than
anticiPatcd in ]rac]. He may see
himself as having been a unifier
and sincere!g believe that he has
achieved his goals, but there are
almost 56 million American voters
and over ten thousand militarg
casualties that tcsthcy to a
different realitg.

Again, while the President may
have bccn, and may continue to
be, convinced of the sureness of
his Policics (i.e., he could notrecall
ma‘(ing any mistakes in his first
term), we believe he has been both
led and misled bg his advisors,
csPeciany the group known as
“neocons” at the highcs’c levels of

and

our state chcnsc

dePartments.

“...exhilarating forleaders, but
Pain?ul for those with no
choice but to follow.”

The niceties of nuance are not
known to neocons, and their
Po!icies indicate to us that their
immense power at home can be
a Pliecl and will be acccPted
CFSCWI’)CY’C throughout the world.
This is hubris of a sort and to a
dcgrec that has historica”y failed.
]t is a Path that, once ta‘(en)
continues to deceive and demand.
]t can be exhilarating for leaders

but

choice but to follow.

]n Novcmbcr the GOF won

the Presidencg and increased its

ainful for those with no

majoritics in both houses of
Congress. A(ﬂd to this the almost
assured Probability of two or more
Supreme Court aPPointmcnts in
the next four years and the new
alignment seems unassailable.
Thc greatest dangcr for the
Republican Iea&ership andforthe
Presidentin his second term will be
the tcmPtation to overread the
results of his reelection. And
Prccisel3 because of our humble
and idealistic origins hubris will
alwags be a threat to America’s
continuing debate as to who and

what we are.

But there are many other
dangcrs. One of themis rcligious
faith and it was given a Prominent
P[acc in the Push cam aign from
its beginning. The Frcsiden’c
sought and received support at
the Po”s from large numbers of
voters from the “(Christian Kiglﬂt”
many of whom had not registerc&

bCFOFC.

Christians, sometimes referred to

T hese conservative

as cvangclica!s, were seen to have
determined the outcome of the
electionina signhcicant number of
districts and states.

4

group, for theg

What’s of vital imPortance is
that in an election where the line
of distinction is drawn pretty much
straight down the middle a
rcla’civclg small number of voters in
a few races can tip the balance.
Mang
“Kcligious Kight” as lﬂaving P!agcd
this role in November with the
result that it will have to be

FCCOgﬂiZCCl as a source OF both

observers see the

rcligious fervorand Po!itical force.
[Demands will be made and they
will be Paid.

And hereinlies agrave clangcr.
Former Sccrctarg of [T ducation
William Bennett has stated that
of the almost 60 million votes cast
for Bush, about 20 million came
from cvangclical (Christians.?
While this one-third share of the
total may not appear impressivc,
those same 20 million votes, or
even a portion of them, sPrcad
among key districts and states
could have made a signiFicant
difference in the electoral co”egc
ta”g and Providcd the necessary
margin of victory. Looking either
backward or 1CorwardJ the
imPortance of (Christian
Bush’s
Prcsidencg must be recognized

When we talk about Christian

conservatives, or evangclicals) we

conservatives to

are ta”dng about a group within a
hold strict,
fundamentalist views not held or
Proc[aimecl bg many other
American (Christians. Theg

adhere to a very literal rea&ing of
the Bible which Placcs them and
their beliefs in oPPosition to the
dcvclopcd science of the last
thousand years in such fields as

Phgsics, math, astronomy,
archaeologg, gcologg, and
Palconto!ogg which have
incrcasingly informed  our



knowlcdg@ oF thc emergence and
subscclucnt Iﬁis’corg oxc human and
other sPccics.

“Thisis a singular view that
will insist on having its way”

| iteral intcrprctation of
scriPture cloes not a”ow a
Pl’xilosophic cxclﬁangc marked bg

comPromlse ormovementina Nnew,

common direction. | he Bible,
being (God’s word and law and

rcvca!ing [His intent, is not sub‘jcct
to variance rcgar&less of the
source. | hisisa singularvicw that
will insist on having its way.

As the world incrcasing[g
experiences the effects of
tcchnological progress and
Population pressure, it must
continue to shrink and grow
together. This means that new
voices and new ways must be
accommodated a!thouglﬂ the
process may be Paimcu!. |n this
tectonic motion of cultures it is

difficult to

fundamentalist views of any faith

see how
can be inserted into our current
harsh Political dialoguc while
maintaining  our historical
5cparation of church and state.
[T ven though this is Primarilg a
rc]igious argument, it Pro&uccs
very difficult political results.
Thc old adage of “Bc careful
what you pray for, lest it be
grantcd” aPPIics here and the
Bush administration may face the
dilemma of bcing called upon to
accept restrictions from or grant
favors to its cvangc]ical wing.
America, because of its global
Promincncc, its (JN commitment
and its lax immigration Policy over
the last fifty

broadenits exPerience of rcligions

ears, has had to

otherthan Christiani’cy. This has

been a slow and somewhat difficult

rocess the brunt of which is
Eornc atthe local communitg level.
The new13 found and greatly
increased Political power of the
Religious Right is capab[c of
ComPlicating both domestic and
Foreign Policg and even drawing a
much wider line of scparation
moderate and

(Christians.
Urncortunately, we alreadg suffer

between

fundamentalist

from cnouglﬂ forms of Po[arization.
\Ne do notneed more, butitseems
unlikclg that our dccp~scatcd
sPirituaI differences will &isaPPear.

“Without ethics, morali’cy, and
religion there will be no lastin

ibertg.”——John Adams

|s America Polarizcd? The
answeris “yes”, and our division is
reflected in the continuing
closeness of the popular vote in
Prcsidcntia] clections. Put our
Polarization is not Primarily
Political. Again, it does not derive
from Politics, but is reflected in
them. Most Americans are not
antagonized bg their fellow
citizens’ choice of Politica[ party,
but tlﬁeg take strong cxcePtion to
what thcy see as unfairness as it
metastasizes in government, the
corporate world, academia or
other areas of our societg —_—
often with the aPProval of our
elected rePresentatives (566 item
entitled Fcrmsylvania (Christmas
In Julg on page 6).
ecause of the growing

bitterness of our Political

5

camPaigns the idea that
Americans are not Primarilg
Polarized along Republican/
Democrat lines may be a difficult
one to accePt. This may be due
to the fact that the obsccncly
large amounts oxcmoneg now bcing
raised from the Pub[ic gust over
$2.2 billion forboth Partics forthe
2004 elections)’are channeled
tlﬁrough the two ma)'or Parties and
their spokesmen. "Put are thcy
that ditferent, that divided?
Todag, we are in the second
term of a Republican
administration that initiated the
war in ]raq and has Passed
[cgis]ation creating the largcst
levels of buclget deficit and
national debt in our his‘corg. Yet
it was not so long ago that
chub!icans claimed, and were
seen to offer, fiscal resPonsibilitg.
And, in their campaigns, thcy
referred to Democrats as “the
arty of war” because Wilson,
FDR) Truman and Johnson had
Prcsidcd over our four major wars
of the twentieth century.

“...blurring the imagc we see in
our Political mirror.”

Thcse would seem to be clear
instances oFmCi’cting the issue to the
Po!itics, rather than vice-versa,
with the Po’cential to confuse
voters as well as observers. While
recognizing that this may be a
natural by~Producto1Cour olitical

Elurring

duopolg) it has a way of

the imagc we see in our Po!itical

mirror.
The current rcalitg is that
many different tgPes of

Americans with many different

oPinions about many different



issues are forced to wear one of
two labels in order to vote. | his
iCorcing of our Politicai exPression
onto two narrow tracks sets up the
circumstance wiﬁereby it can be
more easiiy maniPuiated bg the
Parties and the media tiieg
emPiog.

]t also creates friction and a
classic Pressure~cooi<ing systemin
which energg/Pressure is aPPIied
to amassinaconfined area. |nthe
laboratorg this usua”g resultsina
loss of control and a ciiange of
iCorm, and it can hold equa”g true
in Poiitics.

This process has been on the
rise for several decades during

which and

confrontation have been avoided.

major ciiange
Tociay, however, we are faced with
some very Powerrui issues that
have the caPabiiitg of &rastica”g
Ciianging the way all Americans
live socia

security,
immigration, war, nation buii&ing,
buciget ClC]CiCitS, and debt levels.
Then add to these the
environment and PoPulation with
their gioba] consequences of
natural resource and species
depietion.

Overarciiing all of these is the
iarger question of who and what
we are. Never mind the textbook
quotes from our eigiﬁteenth
century origins. We tend to bring
those out to fix the image in our
Poiitica[ mirror, to make it the way
it was, the way we like to see
ourselves. But it won’t work; the
world has turned over and around
too many times. And on13 the
realit3 can ci’xange its reflection.

We think that we are faced
with a mood and moment in
America that can provide the
answer to who and what we are in
a Peaceicu[ and Positive way. To

do that our process must become
more open and our government
fairer and more beholden to
common, rather than speciai,
interests.

Over the Pas’t i'iaiF~centur9 the
rich mix of wealth and powerin our
societg has had the effect of
making some of its elements far
more volatile than they have been
in the past. This is a trend that
must be moderated and the best
way to do it is to formulate and
pass legisiation that addresses the
major issues we have cited above
in a way that recognizes their
imPortance to all Americans

On|3 bg doingtiﬂis canwe find
ourway backtoa Point of balance,
reduce Polarization and i'iope to
regain ouretl'iicalcompass. Some
may argue that any such effort
would be doomed to iCaiiure, butwe
believe that there exists beneath
the rhetoric of both
common ground of iogaitg that

arties a

cuts across man of our
differences and which, if identified
and called upon, could Produce a
Fairer, more efficient and more

unified government.

FPART Il
ANATIONOF LAWS #

\/\/e”, yes; of course. But
And how are tiieg

CﬂFOFCCCi or O}DSCFVCd? These are

Wi"IOSC?

key questions as America sccks
to define its identitg in the twenty-~
first centurg. We know we are not
the way we were. But are we onlﬂ

Number One, the

superpower? O is there some

SOIC

meeting PIaCC iCrom Wi"HCl"l we can
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gain the PersPective necessary to
5imu|taneouslg recall our origins
and control our (and otl'iers’)
destinﬂ?

There is notiiing that so
dilutes and denigrates democracy
as selective law enforcement/
aPPlication and the dual
standards that derive from them.
| ook aroundin any direction, and
tl'iey are there — in corPorate
America, in our state and federal

bodies and

burecaucracies. |ake your time;

legislative

take a long) leisure|3 look. Theg
won’t go away. And then ask if
these are the ethical values with
the
questions “Wiio are we?” and
“\What are we?” and which we will

PaSS on to our Ci"lilCll"Cﬂ and

which we must answer

randchildren as our best use of
the time, icnow[e&ge, and power
that we were fortunate enougii to

come by

FENNSYLVANIA
CHRISTMAS INJULY

ln the last twenty years the
growtl'i of Iegal gambling via slot
machines has been Phenomenai.
]nitia”g only two states (NV and
NJ) allowed gambiing; now there
are %0 with 900,000 slots
roducingannual revenues of $3%0
illion. T his amounts to more than
70% of casino revenues.® |nsome
states where slot machines have
been sPeciFica“ﬂ Proi'iibited by law
tiieg have been renamed “video
iotterg terminals” and are included
as part of existing (and legal)
iotterg sgstems. With the proper
motivation

government can

Produce creative solutions.

Last July in Fennsylvania,



arguing that slots improve the
state’s finances and lower real
estate taxes bﬂ about $1 billion a
year, Gov. chdc” and the
legislature gran’ced Pcrmission for
61,000 slots at 14 locations.”
Displaging a high degree of
ersonal interest in the matter, the
rawmakcrs inserted a Provision
that Pcrmittcd them and other
Public officials to own up to I per
cent of any new slot machine
venture.® This sPechCic [egislation
would, of course, trump any
existing, genera! conflict of
and
substantiang case the aPProval
for the

operators while Providing the

interest rcgulations,

process new slots
[cgislators with a chance to
Participate in the usua”y l'ﬂglﬁlg
orofitable cntcrpriscs which thcg

have tI"IC power to regula’ce.

¢.and the ‘smart money’ is on
the owners, not the Plagers.”

Tl"lis is selective law
enforcement at its worst. |t does
away, we susPec’c, with any real
conflict of interest and leaves a
“done deal” in its Placc. The PA
[cgislators were, a Parcntlg,
unwi”ing to take a cEance with
Prcvious law and had to pass
suPerseding Iegislation to assure
their P[acc at the cash-in window.
Theg’re in the right Elace,

ighlg

manipulable and the “smart

l’xowcvcr; slots are

money” is on the owners, not the
Plagcrs.

chhnica”g, of course, this is
neither selective law enforcement
nor aPPlication. Rather it creates
a sPecial law for very sPecial
interests. |t’s so outrageous it had

to be included.

If we leave the Fermsglvania
[cgis!aturc at Harrisburg and
travel one hundred miles almost
due south, we find ourselves in the
nation’s caPital. Surely) the
bending of the law to Pcrsona]
ProFit} or purpose, would not be
evident here, and yet we find that
the ethics enforcement

rocedures in P!acc in
C\/ashington are as unable to
withstand maniPu[ation bg our
elected representatives as they
were in Harrisburg.

Congrcssiona[ rules recluirc
that anyone under indictment for
axcelong crime must vacate his/her
Tom DcLag, the
Repub!ican House majority

seat.

leader, came under Fclong
indictment for corruPtion and
infractions of the camPaign/
election laws in his home state of
Tcxas. Katlﬂcrtlﬂan adhere to the
[House’s rules, a measure was
Proposcd and Passcd that
absolved DeLag of any
cul ability and, basica”y,gavc him

FF:CC pass. The Republican
majoritg, in defense of this action,
claimed that Ronnie Earle, the

%[osecuting District Attorncg for

ravis County, Texas, was a

a

Politica”g motivated “Partisan
crackpot” Dcmocrat. Howevcr)

uite to the contrary, [~ arle
stated that he has brought
indictments against four times as
many Democrats as Republicans
during his term of office, adding
‘This is not about Democrats and
chub!icans. T his is about cops
and robbers .”?

In both the Fennsy[vania and
\Nashington cases existing rules
dcsigncd to establish ethical
standards of oPcration were
suPcrscdcd bg sPcchCic lcgis[ation
targe’ced to nu”hcy them. Tlﬁis is
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uncloub’ccc”y the most obvious}
and the

dcstructive, form of selective law

Probab[g most
enforcement available to any
government,whether
rcPrcscntativc or authoritarian.
Similarlg no clearer PromC of
institutional failure is needed.
Chargecl with the resPonsiblitg to
ass laws for the common goodJ
Eoth lcgislative bodies oPtc& for
Privatc benefit. |t is a cause for

national shame and sadness.

LATE  DBREAKING
NEWS — As we go to Print}
house ma'ority leaders lﬁavcjust
rescinded the recentlg Passecl rule
to allow TomDe Lag toremainin
office while underindictmentfora
Fclon3 crime. | his about-face
seems due to recognition bg the
house leadership that its orginal
“Pass” for De rag wasjust too
brazen and would create an issue
that has alreaclg generate&
unacccptablc olitical heat on
both sides of

Promiscs even more in the future.

the aisle, and

On a far ]argcr scale is the
unenforced bo&y of immigration
law the consequences of which
have the

aspects of our national sccurity

ower to threaten

and our social and economic
riorities. Notwiths’canding, our
raw of the land runs a consistent
second Placc to the law of Political
ursuit and Protection Practiced
Eg the Congress, the executive
branch and the
dcpartmcntal bureaucracies.
Here we note that Asa
Hutchinson, Undcrsccrctarﬂ of
[Homeland Securitg for PBorder

involved



and TransPortation Security) has
credited the compassionatc
nature and lack of will of the
Pcoplc for

government’s failure to enforce its

American

own immigration laws.'®

We onlg rccentlg came across
campaign statements of the
Repub!ican and Democratic
Positions on immigration. There
were very Few) it any, Points of
difference because there were no

oints at all. These texts were

notable for bcing mastchu”g
crafted in Aouble—speak,
gcncra[itics and evasion to the
extent that immigration must now
be even more of a “third rail” toPic
than social securitg.

We'll see. T he race is on, but
it will not go the swift. | hereisno
swift here.

« it blossoms like a
teen-age girl.”

Oncc the subjcct of selective
law emcorcement, which includes
non-enforcement and wrongful
cmcorcement, is sub)'ected to real
scrutiny, it blossoms like a teen-
age girl and finds ways to be

viewed that we didn’t know existed
before.

On a tru13 large scale consider
ourtax code. Qurcurrent income
tax was initia”g imPosed in 1913
with a rate of 2% for all. |n time, this
was seen as an unfairburden upon
low income payers and was
replaccd bg a graduatc& tax that
called for Progrcssivcly higlﬂcr
rates as income increased. | hose
rate differentiations have become

l(ﬂOWI’l as brac‘(ets O]C W"HC!"I

aPProximatelg five are currcnt13 in
use.

]t would be a simple matter to
write a Progrcssivc tax law that
would Prescribe payment of x %
of one’s income at the lowest level
of Payment (Presumably there will
always be a group of payers with
such low incomes that no tax is
levied) and then stated multiples
of xin ascen&ing brackets. A”ow
space for a few definitions and
such a tax code could easily fit
onto a couplc of pages.

But ourtax code is well overa
thousand pages in lcng‘clﬂl All of
those extra pages are filled with
text that clualifics, modifies or
grants outrigh’c exemptions from
the intended tax. T hese
“looplﬁoles” have clevelope& alife
of their own independent of the
taxanclarcsprea tlﬁrougl']outour
country and its economy. Thcre
is no inc]ustrg, no Prochsion and
no tax cons’tituencg thatdoes not,
in keeping with our time and
culture, claim them as “their rights”.

One man’s right can be
anotherman’s wrong,buttlﬂis does
not seem to be the case in our tax
codes where cxemPtions/
reductions are sought, obtained
and cnjogcd bg all. T he tail wags
the clog; and with such a complex
code enforcement becomes more
difficult and complicatcd. [t
becomes in short, selective, as the
original intent is reduced and
amended by Po!itical pressure.

In 1986 the tax code was
overhauled and simPIiFicA with
many IooPholcs and Points of tax
creation removed. Within a few
years most of what had been taken
out was reinserted, as the clear,
fresh air of life without !ooPholcs
turned out to be more than some

and
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taxPayers electec]

rePresentatives could bear.

Thc subjcct of tax reform has
gained groun& in the last clecacle,
but it has always come to gricﬁc in
very determined clashes over turf
and hilosoplﬂy in both chambers
of ongress. Mr. BUSI"I has
Promiscd a broad tax revision. |t
will be interesting to see the results
(i.e., what comes, what goes and
what stays) and, Fina”g, bg how
many pages the tax code will be
reduced! |f he sets goals of

reaterfairness and simplification,
he will earn the suPPort of the
nation; and if he achieves them, its
grati’cu&c.

* * *

Thereis anothcrtru[g massive
area of our national life to which
the Pcrspcctivc of selective
enforcement can be seento aPPlg)
albeit somewhat indircctlg. We
referto the almost total control of

and

machinery by the two major

national state voting
Partics. T his control of access to
the ballot is a mixed b!essing. ]n
Channcling voters’ Participation
into two choices it makes the
voting process more efficient and
less comcusing than what we miglﬁt
expect from a multi-choice ballot,
altlﬁouglﬁ the Problems in ]:Iorida
in 2000 su

an& Wl“ bC mac]e UI’ICJCF an9

est that mistakes can

circumstances as long as the
human factor dominates.

And yetitcan’t hclp but cast
some doubt on our claims as to the
Purity of our dcmocracg. [n an
authoritarian government youcan
vote for anyone as long as he
belongs to the Party in power.
Hcrq we can vote for anyone as
long as he’s a RcPublican or
Dcmocrat. Wc have cxpandcd

the choice by a Factor o1c one.



Can we do better?

Evcrg once in a while a
candidate appears that seems to
have the power to attract voters
from a wide varietg of
backgrounds and to
arguments that set him/her apart
from the duoPolg. Put it is

angthing but casy to transmcorm

resent

those advantagcs into bcing listed
on ballots in 1chct9 states.

]n 1992 Koss Fcrot created
the Remcorm Far’cg to suPPort his
candidacy, and his considerable
aPPeal and wealth enabled him to
run as a viable third party
candidate. |n an extraor&inarg
slﬂowing he capturcdjust under
20% of the PoPuIar vote, but the
true measure of his candi&acg’s
imPortance lies not in his Politics,
but what he might have, but failed
to, accomplish for third Parties in

eneral.

T he Reform Fartg in 1992 was
an important momentin American

olitics as we look back upon it.
Esscntia”g, it cn'ogc& abso!utclg
unlimited Funchin which was
combined with a largclg young and
idealistic segment of our
Popu!ation to make volunteers
available in large and enthusiastic
numbers. | he last critical element
for Fcrot’s, or any other, third

arty candidacg is management.
F rovide this for
his hcadquartcrs and major field

erot was ablc to

offices from the wide range of
skills in his business cntchriscs.
[For the smaller field offices and
spccia] efforts such as media,
Po”ing and electoral tactics he
could hire from external sources.
Ha& Ross Fcrot been elected,
his would have been a most
interesting Presidency. At the
[cast, he would have rerouted

many of Washington’s Political

power lines and left it in a state of

shock.
The and

disa Pointmcnt for the country Is

real tragedy
not [erot’s failure to be elected
but his abandonment of the
chcorm Farty and the subsequcnt
disintegration of the structure and
olitical presence he had created.
hat he had accomPIishcd
the
commitments of vision, energy,

and
necessary to givc any third Partﬂ

rcquired substantial

inte”igence resources
canclidacy viabilitg.

We believe that had he
remained involved and continued
the Reform Fartg as a political
voice, even tlﬁouglﬁ it might lack a
worthg candidate for national
omcxcice, it could have been held in
reserve until the next such
candidate might emerge. Toda3
the Reform Fartg is a marginal
entitg that can still have access to
the ballot in some states, but
wastes that asset bg Proposing
lesser candidates.

“.a Political op ortunit?
wcaring a smile of availabi ity
and ogering the chance
for courtslﬁip.”

With its founder gone and its
momentum lost, it exists Primari|9
in name onlg. And yetin Po[itics
things can changc with the specd
of liglﬁt. In the future it could be
re-energizecl by a candidate who
could use it as a nucleus to again
attract and deplog the resources
Ferot Proviclecl. In that sense it is
a Po!itica[ OPPortunitg wearing a
smile of availabilitg and omcxcering

the chance for courtship.

* * *
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A nation of laws? ch, but bg
and forwhom? \We make them and
we break them. We dePlorc them
and ignore them. We cite them and
we Fight them. We have built a
[uxurious]g staffed “pa]acc
inclustry” that
cha”cngcs their intcrprctation and

constant19

applications so that a great part
of our general legislation mirrors
the spccial benefits of our tax
code.

[ndeed, much omcourlegislation
is Processcd and Passc& without
ever being read bg our elected
rcPrcscntativcs. The language is
Just 50 long and unwielcly that its
review is divided among staff
members.

A notable cxamplc of this was
the Passing of the $388 billion
omnibus aPProPriations bill this
past December. T his type of bill
comes into existence because the
535 members of Congrcss were
unable to pass a bu&gct bill when
it was due in October. lt aPPeals
to those in Congrcss because bg
combining a mass of vast|3
different expense items, including
“the goocl, the bad and the ugly”,
Po]itica! cover for any vote is
available to one and all.

]n the recent omnibus bill an
unidentified member of the [House
inserted a Provision that gave the
S cakcr, or a rcprcscntativc

selected bg him, the right to

inspect the tax returns oF private

citilzcns. Such ameasure is‘ amP[c

roof of the extent to which
“selective” law enforcement has
become acceP’ced throughout
many areas and levels of our
government.

T his addition to the omnibus
bill was on!g noted after its



passage bg a Housc staff
member. Fublicitg aboutit caused
some momentarg embarrassment
on Capitol [Hill and corrective
legis!a’cion was cluickly Passed, but
this whole Proccdurc lends new

(and

qucs’cioning} to our bcing “anation

meaning reason for
of laws”.

Over the years, in order to
extend, defend or intchrct our
sgstem of government we have

roclaimed, more than angthing
else, this identification with law.
Do we sPeak truth or metaphor?
With this mantra do we Pcrsuadc
others or deceive ourselves?

Thcsc are

imPortant

uestions that are central to any
debate of who and what we are.
Thcy must not be excluded or
deferred. Theg must be faced

and thcg must bc answercd NOW.

Ancl bﬂ us, not others.

* * *

SFEEDREADERS
WANTED BY
U.5.CONGRESS

The 615 page
inte”igence reform bill was brough’c

recent

uPForits House vote twcntyﬂcour
hours after its final draFting. To
have read it in its entirety in that
Perio& would have req uired a pace
oﬂ'us‘c over twcntg~Fivc and a half
pages per hour. That’s non-stoP
and makes no concessions to
thirst,
boredom, slccp, going to the
bathroom, taking notes, ma‘(ing/
taking Phonc calls, consultations

hungen

eye-strain,

with co”eagues or other House
business or appointmcnts. And
yet the Congress is sometimes
referred to as a “deliberative

boclg”.

ENDNOTES

’ Washington Fost — 11,/6/04.
Bush -594 mi”ion; Kcrrg -55.9
million. lmcormation as to the
percentage of those cligiblc to
vote who voted and of reelected
congrcssiona] incumbents will not
be available until sPring. Stay
tuned.

2 Palm Beach Fost, 11,/6/04
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*1Orlando Scntincl 11,/17/04 —
[ar [from T heocracy (nder
l )ush - KatHccn Farkcr

4 Wasl—lington Fost —12/%0/04.
Republicans — % 1.14 billion;
Democrats — $ 1.08 billion.

¢ New York Times — 7/13 /04
| _emons |na Row. |7 d.

7 |bid

* |bid

*NOW With Bill Moycrs—- FBS
—11/19/04

© Washington Times — via [air
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ln the Past year we have
received suggestions for editorial
matters and/or research
directions from Richarcl Leavitt,
| ouise Stephaich, Jacc]uclinc
Dunnington, Jol'm Dictze, Jane
Dommerich and Stan[cy Flink.

We very much aPPreciatc their
interest and input
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IMFORTANT

We have found the FO Forwarding

Procedures somewhat less than

satisFactorH. According|9, to those
with
residences we will be l—uappg to send
dual coPics of M.O.C. Your

resent cle]ivery address is on the

SUbSCFibCFS seasonal

back cover. |f you wish to add
another, enter on page 11 marked

T

“dual” and return it to us.




